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Editorial 


A NEW LOOK 


WELCOME TO A redesigned Searchlight. 
For 35 years we have come out as a 
monthly magazine making us the longest 
running anti-racist or anti-fascist 
publication in the world. We are known 
for our investigative reporting and 
exposés, reflective articles on rightwing 
trends and more recently for our 
campaigning. 

The new-look magazine will continue 
this tradition. In a world where the print 
media are increasingly suffering because 
of the internet and changing fashions we 
still believe a printed publication is vital. 
Searchlight will continue to be the 
window through which we will talk to the 
world but we will be integrating the 
magazine into our online operation — our 
emails, website and Facebook site (which 
in July alone received 229,000 visits). 

If you like the new format please help 
us continue by subscribing to the 
magazine, which we are keeping at the 
same price, or by making a donation to 
our Searchlight Fighting Fund. 


WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS 
Over the past year the racist English 
Defence League has paraded and 
rampaged through towns and cities 
across the country but in Bradford we 
met the threat in a different way. 
Rather than simply calling a counter- 
protest, the effectiveness of which has to 
be questionable and which can often be 
counter-productive, we got out onto the 
streets and spoke to local people. 
Over the course of just three weeks we 
collected 10,700 signatures in Bradford, 
that’s almost 6% of all adults in the city. 
The strength of public feeling generated 
by our campaign was a key factor in the 
Home Secretary banning the EDL march. 
While every campaign will always be 
different, our Bradford Initiative should 
be a model to follow. It got a racist march 
through Asian areas stopped and in the 
process it challenged some of the old 
thinking about dealing with the far right 
and racists. Demonstrations and pickets 
have their place but they should be a 
tactic not dogmatic rule. Winning the 
hearts and minds of local people means 
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engaging with them and listening to them 
rather than imposing a strategy from 
outside. Our approach in Bradford, which 
had the support of the local newspaper, 
meant we had 10,700 successful 
conversations with local people, 
something that sets us up well in the city 
for the future. 

It is an approach that is worth adopting 
elsewhere. 


ANTI-MUSLIM MADNESS 

Almost 20% of Americans now believe 
that President Barack Obama is a Muslim, 
according to a new poll. This is up from 
11% in March. The stunning ignorance 
among a fifth of the American population 
reflects a deeper malice in US and 
European societies — namely a growing 
Islamophobia. 

Anti-Muslim sentiments are becoming 
more widespread and politically 
dangerous. The erroneous views about 
Obama's religion come amid the political 
controversy surrounding the building ofa 
mosque and Islamic centre two blocks 
from Ground Zero, which is increasingly 
dominating the US mid-term elections. 
Obama courageously made a statement 
in support of the right of religious groups 
to build places of worship and although 
he has slightly backtracked in the face of 
a rightwing onslaught he continues to 
hold this line. His position has to be 
commended and should act as a 
reminder to politicians over here not to 
play fast and loose with language in a bid 
to appease or exploit Islamophobia. 


WALK FOR HOPE 

Next summer Searchlight Educational 
Trust is putting on a sponsored walk up 
Kilimanjaro to raise money for a youth 
project we hope to run later in the year. 
So, if you fancy the walk of your life and 
my good company, please answer the 
advert on the back page of the magazine. 


Nok Loos 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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LAST MONTH THE BNP's 
staff officer Adam Walker 
travelled to Japan for an 
international far-right 
gathering hosted by Issuikai, 
an extreme-right group that 
denies Japanese war crimes. 
While there he visited the 
Yasukuni Shrine, which 
venerates the militarists who 
led Japan's brief but disastrous 
rampage across Asia. 

“| realise that there are 
war veterans in the UK who 
will see this as an insult, 
especially on VJ day," said 
Walker. “It's easy to point 
fingers now but these 
people were doing what 
they thought was right at 
the time." 


| wonder how this 
justification for celebrating 
Japanese war crimes will go 
down with shoppers the 
next time he is collecting for 
British veterans? 
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Together the willo 


The planned English Defence League demonstration in Bradford last month was met by such 
massive local resistance that it forced the Home Secretary to ban the march. In the process, 
the campaign highlighted a new approach to tackling the EDL. Nick Lowles reports. 


nasunny July morning 
Yorkshire HOPE not hate 
workers Paul Meszaros and 


Lorraine Fitzsimons were erecting their 
HOPE not hate pull-up campaign 
banner. It was something they had done 
time and time again over the years. 

“| arrived thinking this was going to be 
just another one of those days," 
remembers Paul with a wry grin. “Lots of 
very apologetic texts and emails but very 
few people actually turning up.” 

He could not have been more wrong. 
Over the next hour people came in 
droves, young and old, white and Asian, 
all wanting to help stop the English 
Defence League coming to Bradford. 
“There were 82 people in total, the vast 
majority had never done anything with 
us before," he adds. “It was fantastic. 
I've never experienced anything like it.” 

And this was only the start. Over the 
next three weeks over 200 people 
helped collect an incredible 10,700 
signatures from local people. “We had 
people standing inside and outside 
churches and mosques,” recalls Lorraine. 
“People we had never met were 
ringing and emailing us asking for 
petition sheets. Shops were putting 
up posters and | would come across 
people in the street wearing Bradford 
Together badges.” 

In Buttershaw, community activist 
Richard Dunbar collected 500 signatures 
by going door-to-door in an all-white 
council estate. Over the course of a few 
nights he collected 500 signatures on his 
petition. The Bishop of Bradford's office 
distributed petition sheets and sign-up 
cards for local churches and came back 
with almost 1,500 filled in. 

The campaign even won the backing 
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of the local newspaper, the Telegraph 
and Argus. Over a two-week period the 
paper ran daily stories and interviews 
with leading figures in the city 
supporting a ban. A sign-up coupon, 
carried in the paper on the first couple 
of days, was returned by over 850 
people. Normally, a return of 50 
coupons is considered a success. 

The strength of feeling of Bradfordians, 
as demonstrated in the petition, was not 
lost on the authorities and eventually they 
were compelled to act. When West 
Yorkshire Police finally made the request 
for a ban they noted the “understandable 
concerns of the community", a direct 
reference to our campaign. 

It was by no means a certainty that 
the EDL march was going to be banned. 
Certainly the Home Office was opposed 
to such a move, as were elements of the 
Metropolitan Police. Even within West 
Yorkshire Police there was considerable 
resistance and the situation was not 
helped when Bradford East MP David 
Ward told the police during a private 
briefing that he thought the EDL march 
should be allowed. 

However, people power won through 
and the march was banned. Although 
the EDL was still planning a static 
demonstration the planned march, 
down Manchester Road and through 
heavily mixed areas, was not happening. 


TACTICS OVER DOGMA 
Almost 6% of adults in Bradford signed 
the petition, an amazing achievement 
given that the campaign lasted just three 
weeks and it was the holiday season. 
“The size of the petition reflected the 
strength of feeling over this issue,” says 
Paul. “People remember only too clearly 


the disastrous riots of 2001, the scars of 
which are only now beginning to heal. 

“It was the fear of a repetition of the 
riots that made so many people sign 
the petition and get involved in the 
campaign.” 

It was also the reason why virtually 
everyone in Bradford was opposed to a 
traditional counter-demonstration. 

“Demonstrations are a tactic not a 
dogma cast in stone,” says Steve 
Davidson of Keighley Trades Council 
and vice-chair of Unite, Britain's largest 
trade union. “Sometimes it is 
appropriate but on this occasion it 
was not.” 

Many remembered how a counter- 
demonstration against an earlier racist 
incursion into Bradford had brought 
people out onto the streets on the day 
of the riots. “With activism comes 
responsibility," adds Paul. “Those of us 
who lived in Bradford recognised that 
the risks of disorder were such that we 
had to do things differently.” 

From the very beginning the Bradford 
Together initiative opposed any 
mobilisation in the city centre on the 
day of the EDL event, preferring 
instead to organise a vigil the day before. 
We understood that some people 
wanted to show their opposition to the 
EDL but we believed that it had to be 
done in a non-confrontational way. 

Some have argued that our approach 
abandoned the Muslim community 
and broke from the traditions of Cable 
Street. We believe it did nothing of 
the sort. 

The Bradford Together initiative 
engaged with real people in real 
communities in a way that a counter- 
demonstration, penned in by the police, 


* This article was written before the static EDL protest in Bradford took place. 


Please visit www.hopenothate.org.uk for more news on the campaign. 


Hundreds of people sent in photos of themselves in support of the campaign 


was never going to do. With just the 
petition we had successful conversations 
with 10,700 people in Bradford and tens 
of thousands more would have read the 
supportive articles in the Telegraph and 
Argus. And in our petition we were not 
only calling for a ban but defending and 
promoting our Bradford — tolerant, 
multiracial and peaceful. 

Despite the good intentions of some 
previous anti-EDL counter- 
demonstrations, many local people see 
the EDL and its opponents as two 
groups of extremists and as a result 
anti-racists have failed to win the hearts 
and minds of local people. The local 
newspaper reports following anti-EDL 
protests in Birmingham, Bolton and 
Manchester at best portrayed two 
groups of extremists or at worst 
depicted anti-EDL demonstrators as the 
instigators of trouble. 

One can blame the newspapers and 
carry on regardless or rethink methods 
and tactics. 


LONG-TERM GOAL 

Getting the EDL march banned was 
only the beginning. Now the 
objective is to harness the 
goodwill and support into 
developing a more positive identity 
within the city. “The success of the 
petition has enabled us to think more 
long-term," says Paul. “The EDL threat 
made people think about what city they 
wanted to live in and what values they 
wanted to live by. 

“We intend to start a conversation 
with the people who signed our petition 
and ask them how we should keep 
Bradford Together going and what we 


should be doing in the future. The threat 


of the EDL gave us the reason to 
mobilise but we have an opportunity 
here to do something more exciting and 
long-lasting.” 

Every campaign is different as is the 
history and culture of each town and 
city, but the Bradford Together initiative 
should act as a model for subsequent 
campaigns against the EDL or BNP. 

Yes, we were helped by the fact that the 
EDL requested a march rather than a 
static protest as it normally does and 

the memory of the Bradford riots helped 
focus minds, but there are also some 
lessons that can be used 
elsewhere, the two most 
important being listening 

and talking to local people. 
The people of Bradford, includ- 
ing the trade union movement, 
did not want a counter- 
demonstration and it would have been 


wrong of us to impose one from the 
outside as this would just have alienated 
us and our campaign from local people. 

More importantly, however, the real 
success of the Bradford Together 
initiative was in the way it engaged with 
local people — real people in real 
communities. With the use of the 
petition we engaged in constructive 
discussions and this sets us up well for 
longer term campaigning. 

“| have been involved in anti-racism 
for over 30 years but | have never seen 
such community engagement as | have 
witnessed in this campaign,” reflects 
local MP Marsha Singh. “This has 
mobilised and involved people like 
& never before. People, young and old, 
white and Asian, Christian and 
Muslim, have got involved. 

What | have witnessed is real 


people power in action.” 
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BNP: Is this 
the beginnin 
of the end? 


Nick Griffin has seen off the most serious challenge he has 
ever faced to his leadership of the British National Party. 
But in doing so he has alienated many activists with his 
tyrannical acts. At the same time the party's financial 
problems go from bad to worse. Sonia Gable examines 
whether the party can survive its present troubles. 


ddy Butler, the architect of the 

British National Party’s very first 

council election success, had 
until 10 August to gather the support 
of 840 of the claimed 4,200 people 
with the requisite two years’ party 
membership. Although he and a team 
of supporters had campaigned actively 
for several weeks, he fell well short of 
the impossibly high hurdle that Nick 
Griffin, the incumbent leader, had 
written into the party’s constitution 
back in February. 

But Griffin’s position has been 
weakened. By manoeuvring the 
leadership challenge process and 
intimidating Butler’s supporters with 
a series of suspensions from party 
membership, Griffin was able to 
claim “an overwhelming vote of 
confidence in his chairmanship”. 
However that is less so among the 
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much smaller number of activists and 
office-holders on whom the party 
depends to grow on the ground and 
win council elections. Many believe 
Griffin must go if the party is to 
recover the huge amount of ground 
lost in the May elections. 

In the North East around 25 activists 
resigned in protest at Griffin's 
suspension of their regional organiser 
Ken Booth a few days before a meeting 
of the party’s advisory council, at which 
Booth was going to request sight of the 
party’s detailed financial records and 
ask awkward questions. Although the 
BNP has never won a council seat in 
the North East, it has come close and 
their departure will damage the party’s 
chances of making a breakthrough. 

In London so many activists have left 
the party or have been suspended for 
criticising his leadership and 


demanding financial transparency that 
Griffin has had to assume the position 
of regional organiser himself until a 
“suitable replacement” can be found. 

His appointment prompted 
comments that Griffin already cannot 
run the party properly as well as carry 
out his role as a supposedly full-time 
MEP so it is arrogance to take on yet 
another major position. 

Griffin's only connection with 
London is that: “I pass by while on the 
way to Europe’, as he said on Twitter. 

“Vital we organise now to maximise 
chances in 2012 gla [Greater London 
Authority] election,” Griffin 
continued, hoping party members 
would forget that he wrote off fighting 
elections in the capital after the BNP’s 
defeat in Barking and Dagenham in 
May, saying that by the next general 
election London would be 


“completely unassailable” and “no 
longer part of Britain’. 

One of his first acts in his new role 
was to try and interfere in the work of 
the newly independent London 
Assembly member Richard Barnbrook, 
who resigned the BNP party whip last 
month calling for an investigation of 
“allegations of serious wrong doing 
concerning senior British National 
Party officials”. 

His visit to Chris Roberts at his City 
Hall office on 20 August to discuss 
“GLA work’ was highly irregular as 
Roberts is employed by the GLA to 
assist Barnbrook in his role as a 
London Assembly member not to 
work for the BNP. 


GAGGED 
The previous evening Griffin was 
greeted by demonstrators when he 


attended a party meeting in Barking 
and Dagenham. Uniquely these were 
not anti-fascists but suspended 
members, including Butler, who two 
days earlier had received a letter 
ordering them to stay away. 


Griffin's only connection 
with London is that: 
“Il pass by while on the way 
to Europe” 


A group of them stood outside the 
meeting with gags on their mouths, 
holding placards reading “Gagged 
for telling the truth” in imitation 
of Griffin’s own stunt when he 
was prevented from speaking ona 
public platform. 

Griffin's personal security team were 


there to enforce the exclusions, 
including barring Richard Edmonds, 
one of the party’s founders. It followed 
Edmonds’s suspension from the 
party’s Advisory Council a week earlier 
for revealing the truth about the 
£160,000 a year that the party pays to 
Jim Dowson, the BNP’s “consultant”, 
whose position in charge of the party’s 
fundraising and call centre and many 
of its assets is one of the dissidents’ 
main complaints. 

In the chaos several Butler 
supporters got into the meeting and 
tried to question Griffin on the 
party’s dire financial position, the 
ongoing legal action by the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission over 
the party's racist constitution and 
Dowson’s position. According to 
Butler, every answer Griffin gave was 
a lie. 
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Butler's supporters have now formed 
a BNP Reform Group to act as a 
discussion forum, because the BNP’s 
structure and constitution “does not 
allow open debate, criticism or 
opinions other than those of its 
leader/dictator’”. It is little more than a 
website, although its supporters have 
held one meeting and plan a “special 
conference” in mid-September. 

Butler has called for those who 
backed his failed leadership challenge 
to stay in the party, recognising the 
strength in terms of public recognition 
of the BNP brand name. However 
several well known activists have 
resigned and those who have been 
suspended by Griffin will only be 
allowed back after a one-to-one 
meeting with him. “Like some Mafia 
boss he wants to give them the chance 
individually to submit to him and kiss 
his hand,” commented Butler. 

A few are thinking about a new 
party. Lee Barnes, the BNP’s former 
legal officer, wrote recently that the 
BNP is a “dead brand” that can never 
take power but “but just stumble along 
as a money making scam for Griffin 
and Dowson in the margins of 
society”. The “internal ideological 
tensions” between its hardcore nazis 
and “civic nationalists” cannot be 
resolved, he believes. 

However, the obstacles in the way of 
establishing a new political brand are 
immense and few activists will want to 
start all over again with an unknown 
name. Most of those who left the BNP 
after past splits have languished on 
the political margins. Others have left 
politics altogether such as Sadie 
Graham, one of the leaders of the 
2007/08 revolt. It is unlikely that a new 
party could challenge the BNP’s 
position for many years. 


“Like some Mafia boss he 
wants to give them the 
chance individually 
to submit to him and kiss 
his hand,” 

Eddy Butler 


The BNP’s present troubles, which 
led to Butler's challenge, were hastened 
by its poor results in the general and 
local elections in May, which led to the 
loss of nearly half its council seats 
nationally and all its 12 councillors in 
Barking and Dagenham. However the 
seeds were sown far earlier. 
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When Dowson first appeared on the 
BNP scene, he succeeded by using 
emotional appeals and basic 
marketing techniques in tapping 
members for far more money than 
they had ever given before. Claiming 
business expertise he established a call 
centre for the BNP in Belfast where he 
is based but where the party has never 
been strong. It was presented as a 
temporary measure for the European 
election in 2009 but controversi-ally 
has become a permanent feature, 
despite concerns about security of 
membership data after a leak of the 
party’s membership list last year. 

How much Dowson has raised is 
unknown as the party’s 2009 accounts 
have failed to meet the deadline for 
submission to the Electoral 
Commission. What is clear, however, 
is that since the general election 
donations have fallen to £2,000 a week 
or less, a level at which they can 
barely sustain the party’s 
administrative structures, including 
the Belfast staff — mostly family 
members of Griffin and Dowson. 


RECKLESS LEGAL ACTIONS 
Gradually Dowson took control of 
large parts of the BNP’s operations. 
Searchlight said throughout 2009 that 
Dowson in effect owned the BNP and 
our analysis of a leaked financial 
spreadsheet at the start of this year 
proved it. 

Dowson’s insistence on earning 
commission from all possible sources 
prompted the resignation of Simon 
Bennett, the party's webmaster, who 
spectacularly took the BNP website 
offline days before the general election 
in protest at Dowson’s interference 
and the party’s refusal to pay Bennett 
what he was owed. 

But whatever sum Dowson has 
raised, Griffin and Dowson have spent 
far more, mainly on pursuing reckless 
legal actions and making idiotic 
decisions with expensive 
consequences such as to use the 
image of a jar of Marmite on the 
party's general election broadcast. 

Griffin could have settled the Equality 
Commission case much more quickly 
and cheaply by making the required 
constitutional changes to admit non- 
white members saying the party had no 
option in the face of the law, something 
he did in the end anyway. Instead he 
sought endless adjournments in court 
and then forced an impossibly 
complicated constitution on the party. 


The BNP cheque is not in the post: Michaela 
Mackenzie who sued the BNP for unfair dismissal 


The Equality Commission 
responded that the party still 
discriminated indirectly and Griffin is 
due to appear in court again this 
month where he will represent 
himself. Whether this is because the 
impecunious BNP cannot afford a 
barrister or because no barrister is 
prepared to act for the dictatorial BNP 
leader is not known. 

Griffin has admitted that the party 
has liabilities of around £500,000 
though Butler’s supporters claim it is 
at least £600,000. They include an 
undisclosed sum payable to 
Michaela Mackenzie, which Griffin 
agreed at an Employment Tribunal to 
pay by 14 July in settlement of her 
claim for unfair dismissal from her 
employment with the party. He has 
failed to do so. Other unfair 
dismissal cases are understood to be 
in the pipeline. 

Griffin has claimed the party’s debts 
are nothing compared to the Labour 
Party’s £20 million owed. However the 
Labour Party is supported by loans 
that do not have to be repaid in the 
short term. The BNP owes money to 
lawyers, printers and other suppliers, 
ex-employees and HM Revenue and 
Customs, none of whom are prepared 
to subsidise the party by giving the 
party credit. 

The party is currently appealing 
desperately for donations of £150,000 
to “keep the wolves at bay and to 
ensure our survival”. Admitting that the 
party is “cash struck” and had diverted 
money from paying bills to the Equality 
Commission case, Griffin wrote, “Be 
clear on this, if you don't give, we can't 
fight ... and if we don't fight we will be 
shut down and killed off ... THE END!” 


The first email appeal went out on 
11 August. As any fundraiser knows, 
donations peak a few days after the 
appeal. A fortnight after the BNP’s 
appeal a graphic on the party website 
indicated donations had reached 
£18,000 towards a target of just 
£30,000 instead of £150,000, no 
doubt a ploy to make the appeal look 
more successful. 


Griffin has admitted that 
the party has liabilities of 
around £500,000 though 
Butler's supporters claim it 
is at least £600,000 


After two years of Dowson’s begging 
letters, disastrous election results and 
serious questions over the party’s 
insolvency and lack of financial 
accountability, the BNP has no hope 
outside an election campaign of 
raising £150,000, let alone clearing 
rising debts. 

The party’s 2008 accounts remain 
under investigation by the Electoral 
Commission because the auditors 
were unable to certify that they were a 
“true and fair view” and complied with 
the requirements of the Political 
Parties Elections and Referendums Act 


yy aire 


2000 (PPERA). The 2009 accounts are 
late, probably because of the party's 
insolvency. An audit report stating that 
the party is not a “going concern” and 
cannot meet its liabilities would be 
devastating and make it almost 
impossible for the party to operate. 

The BNP is now down to 24 local 
councillors nationally from a high of 
nearly 60. Four seats were lost when 
three councillors, one of whom sat on 
two councils, resigned the BNP whip 
last month in protest at Griffin’s 
leadership. 


NO SHOW 

The BNP’s latest “summer school” on 
21-22 August attracted half the usual 
number for party training events 
despite activists being told that if 
they did not attend they would lose 
their elite “voting member” status, 
which enables them to take part in 
the party’s annual conference. 
Griffin claimed 160 participants but 
a group photograph showed only 60 
people. According to Butler several 
of the advertised speakers did not 
turn up either. 

The BNP also had trouble selling 
tickets for its “indigenous forum 
family weekend” on 28-29 August, a 
scaled-down version of its annual 
“Red, White and Blue” festival on a site 


that Butler claimed was dangerous for 
children because of steep banks down 
to a dangerous stretch of the River 
Severn, swollen by recent rains. 
Although the party’s website claimed 
tickets were going fast, the party was 
still desperately advertising the event 
just days ahead. 

Nevertheless it would be premature 
to write off the BNP. Griffin is a wily 
political operator and will not give up 
his prime goal of securing re-election 
to the European Parliament in 2014. 
He has surrounded himself with 
enough sycophants and lackeys to 
keep the party going. Many lack 
ability but that has always been the 
case in the racist party. People 
attracted by the BNP’s anti-Islam 
message will continue to join and 
gradually replace those who have 
gone or will go after failing to reform 
the party from within. 

That of course depends on whether 
the party can avoid being wound up 
by its creditors. Even here Griffin 
might have another card up his sleeve. 
After questions about the absence for 
many years of legacies to the party and 
suspicions that Griffin and Dowson 
have pocketed them, suddenly Griffin 
has claimed that the party has 
received two bequests. The fascist 
party may yet survive. a 
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[Home news 


Is there life 
outside the BNP? 


David Williams thinks the future is bleak for those trying to form a new party. 


AS EDDY BUTLER knows only too 
well, the far-right hinterland is littered 
with the political corpses of those who 
thought that they could go it alone 
without the British National Party or 
tried and failed to set up a rival group 
outside the party. 

Butler, who recently tried and failed 
to challenge Nick Griffin for the 
leadership of the BNP, knows all about 
the perils of believing oneself to be 
bigger than the party. In 2000 he briefly 
left the BNP with a group of other 
leading activists including the party’s 
deputy chairman Sharron Edwards 
and its treasurer Mike Newland. 

Outmanoeuvred by Griffin the 
group formed the Freedom Party (FP), 
which they hoped would lead to a 
reconfiguration of the far right. 

It didn’t. Butler returned to the fold 
shortly afterwards having learned 
some hard political lessons. 

Griffin is a past master of dealing 
with internal dissent. He is markedly 
effective in smothering his opposition, 
ensuring that it is starved of publicity. 
The current split in the party and the 
allegations of serious financial 
impropriety levelled at Griffin by his 
detractors have passed the bulk of 
rank-and-file BNP members by. 

However it is becoming increasingly 
hard for Griffin to control of the flow of 
information to the membership, not 
simply because of the growth in internet 
communication but also because of the 
gravity of the charges being laid against 
him by opponents who know much 
more about what is going on in the BNP 
than many previous challengers. 

Perhaps it is not the possibility of a 
split that poses the greatest danger to 
the BNP but the question of its 
financial viability. Its internal critics 
allege that Griffin has driven the party 
to the brink of bankruptcy. If true this 
could limit its activists’ choices. A new 
organisation may well be the only 
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Eddy Butler looking for somewhere new? 


viable option to escape from the 
party’s creditors. 

Starting a new organisation is not an 
altogether outlandish idea. After all, 
the BNP grew out of a split in the 
National Front, which had been 
Britain’s largest far-right party. But the 
BNP languished some 20 years in the 
political wilderness before it made any 
meaningful inroads into the electoral 
landscape. Are dissident BNP activists 
really prepared to go back to the 
drawing board, perhaps waiting 
several decades for a limited 
breakthrough? Or will they prefer to 
try to stay in the BNP and continue 
their efforts to depose Griffin? 


PUSHING THEM OUT 

Griffin is doing his best to precipitate 
the former, suspending an array of 
long-term activists, goading them to 
storm out of the party and into the 
political wilderness. Provided that they 
can weather the storm of their failed 


leadership challenge, the best hope for 
this faction of dissident BNP members 
is to remain in the party. 

Griffin is trying to what he has done 
in the past, namely to isolate the 
ringleaders by buying off their 
supporters, simply by allowing them 
to return to the fold following a “face- 
to-face meeting” with the chairman to 
patch things up, something he did 
adroitly in 2007 following the “Voice of 
Change’ fiasco. 

For many, however, the “point of no 
return” has already been reached and 
Griffin is determined to drive these 
individuals out of the party. Butler 
looks certain to be forced out. For him 
to survive politically, his Reform 
Group, at present a pressure group 
within the party, will have to act 
quickly and decisively, something that 
previous challengers have failed to do. 
If they have a trump card to play 
against Griffin now would be the time 
to use it. | 


Investigation 
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It has become the heart of the BNP operation and the focus of the growing backlash 
against the party leadership. Searchlight has exclusively pieced together life inside the 
Belfast bunker. By Matthew Collins 


THE CARROWREAGH business centre 
in Dundonald, on the outskirts of east 
Belfast, separates two quite different 
elements of Northern Ireland. To one 
side lie the scenic green hills of County 
Down, sprawling farmland and narrow 
country lanes edged by stone walls. 
It's a stone's throw away from the 
home of the former First Minister Peter 
Robinson. On the other side, is the 
Ballybeen Estate, Northern Ireland's 
second largest housing estate, where 
the local paramilitaries mark their 
territory with colourful reminders of 
their deadly existence. 

Separating these two worlds is a 
nondescript cul-de-sac ringed by steel- 
framed business units. At the far end is 
number five. Purporting to be a printing 
centre, it is in fact the heart of the 
British National Party's administrative 
and fundraising operation. 

From the mythical new Jerusalem of 
Dundonald in Northern Ireland, 
strangers have plundered the BNP's 
membership files in search of cash. 


There are shutters and newly installed 
shredders to deter prying eyes. 

Only the most favoured have visited 
the call centre, unceremoniously 
ushered upstairs upon arrival and into 
the offices of Jim Dowson's empire 
where he could hold court in privacy. 


Downstairs, the staff 
bickered, fought and 
betrayed the 
professionalism that 
Dowson and the BNP 
leadership went out of 
their way to present to 
the membership 


Downstairs, the staff bickered, fought 
and betrayed the professionalism that 
Dowson and the BNP leadership went 
out of their way to present to the 
membership. Dowson originally set up 
the Belfast operation to promote his 


anti-abortion and fundraising 
campaigns across Ireland. The BNP was 
an add-on, an afterthought, after 
Dowson persuaded the BNP that it 
needed his professional services. 

Sparks first flew with the arrival last 
year of Jennifer Matthys, the newly 
married daughter of Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader. Matthys and her husband 
moved to a flat above a petrol station 
in the staunchly Protestant village of 
Comber and were presented with a 
Volkswagen car as part of their moving 
package. Some thought Ms Matthys 
was there to provide an ideological 
input and perhaps become Griffin's 
eyes and ears in Dowson's base. 

Instead of the ideology she was 
supposedly sent to deliver, she 
became embroiled in a clash of 
personalities with the eldest of 
Dowson's children, James Jnr, who ran 
a plumbing company, Ultraplumb.com 
Ltd, from the upstairs offices, a 
company that does business with 
Catholic communities. 
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Investigation Inside the BNP bunker continued... 


in election night 2009 


Dowson Jnr had developed a 
swagger not dissimilar to that of his 
father and Ms Matthys took exception, 
in particular to his insistence that he 
was about to be installed into her old 
job as head of the BNP's youth wing. 
Dowson Jnr quickly found himself not 
only out of the call centre, but 
seemingly out of the BNP. To the rest 
of the staff it became obvious very 
quickly that there was only room for 
one golden child in the call centre, and 
there seemed little room for dissent. 
Ms Matthys is silent but deadly while 
working in the upstairs office, bereft of 
friends, life or humour. 


SHATTERED 

Any pretence that the call centre was a 
secure haven for BNP members’ details 
was shattered in October 2009 when 
Searchlight investigators revealed to 
the Irish press that the party had 
recruited casual staff to work on its 
European election campaign using the 
recruitment firms Office Angels and 
Grafton in Belfast. 

This came at a time when staff at the 
call centre were actively encouraging 
supporters not to join the party via its 
website, claiming it was insecure and 
suggesting members and supporters 
should take out and renew 
membership over the phone. Their 
details were in fact manually taken 
down on pieces of paper and stuffed 
into envelopes. Call centre staff were 
being paid commission on recruitment, 
sales and subscriptions to publications, 
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and so began an ongoing campaign 
against the party's webmaster Simon 
Bennett, who also had an interest in 
membership sales and subscriptions. 


The falling-outs and excessive 
competitiveness in the call centre were 
always going to lead to difficulty. 
Among the staff was a woman who 
offered sexual services to high rolling 
clients from the office, another woman 
who lived in a hardline republican area 
and Peter Dempster, a foulmouthed 
evangelical racist whom Dowson had 
entrusted with the care of Ms Matthys 
and her husband Angus. It was an 
explosive mix. 

Later that month, the BNP's 
membership list was leaked for 
the second time within a year. 

What the call centre did not reveal 
was that not only had there been a 
report to the police that a laptop had 
been stolen from the call centre 
containing details of thousands of 
BNP members and the party 
accounts, but that there was a very 


real fear that this information was 
now in the hands of Irish republicans. 

Inside the call centre, staff were 
offered more bonuses and overtime as 
hundreds of angry and abusive 
members and supporters rang the 
office to vent their fury over the leak. 
There then followed a ludicrous 
propaganda film from the call centre of 
a member of staff sitting typing away 
on a keyboard in the absence of any 
terminal or computer screen. 

Party members were turning against 
the call centre. 

A series of high profile exposes by 
Searchlight followed, including 
publication of a picture that Dowson 
distributed of himself holding what 
appeared to be a sawn-off shot gun, to 
allegedly intimidate a former 
employee. Driven by paranoia, 
Dowson began to feel he was under 
threat not only from republicans but 
also from loyalists who had read of his 
apparent louche lifestyle and 
fundraising ventures. Of particular 
interest to loyalist paramilitaries, 
who are quick to seize upon any 
suggestion of available cash, is 
Dowson's Europe-funded post-conflict 
cross-community work. A stern 
message to staff was soon posted 
around the centre forbidding them 
from standing outside, and the door 
from the call centre to the upstairs 
offices was shut permanently as a 
further security measure. 

By the new year, the call centre 
had come under increased scrutiny. 


WHO’S WHO IN THE BUNKER 


® Martin Ambridge (pictured) Derby 
County football hooligan who answers 


the phones when not providing security 


for Dowson. 
@ Karen Lowrie Previously 


unidentified, but we can reveal that she is the wife of a 
serving Police Service of Northern Ireland officer. 

®@ Alan Turner Mysterious Englishman and close friend 
of Dowson who has taken over the running of the call 


centre staff in the past 12 months. 


@ Angus Matthys No job is too dirty or demeaning for 


the husband of Griffin’s golden child. 


The party had agreed not to recruit 
new members, as a result of ongoing 
legal action by the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission, and was in 
the midst of a series of punishing court 
cases. But Dowson's Jeep Cherokee 
was nowhere to be seen while office 
staff began to tire under the weight of 
the endless numbers of begging phone 
calls and letters going out to party 
members. Fewer of the party hierarchy 
were visiting the call centre and as new 
security shutters went up, a desperate 
sense of paranoia and suspicion set in. 
At one party meeting in England, 
Dowson turned up with his own 
minder in tow, the self-confessed 
English football hooligan and club 


@® Tom Gower (pictured) Sent over from 
Nuneaton to back up Jenny Matthys in the 
Belfast office. Gower is a hardline fascist 
who is supposed to deal with awkward 
membership enquiries and 

subscriptions. He is said to be desperate 
to get posted back to England away 

from the “mad house”. 


@ Alice Kernaghan née Dowson “Chatty Alice” is the 
daughter that Jim Dowson wanted no one to know was 
his. She is married now, but wasn’t when she fronted a 
BNP promotional video and conveniently neglected to 


mention her relationship. In the office she makes teas 


to members. 


Keeping it in the family: (top to bottom) Jennifer 
Matthys, the newly married daughter of Nick Griffin, 
Jim Dowson and James Dowson Jr 


doorman Martin Ambridge, who went 
on to feature as an employee in the 
Northern Ireland office. 

Dowson's wife Ann began spending 
more time at a property he owns in 
Spain for his supposed charity work at 
Plaza Del Corazon De Jesus. Dowson, 
meanwhile, moved into a log cabin he 
laughably describes as the “guest 
house” at the back of his family home. 

In Dowson's absence, his sister-in- 
law Marion Thomas and his 
longstanding accountant John 
Thompson, who was appointed as the 
BNP accountant, took over the running 
of the office. Another Englishman and 
relative by marriage, Alan Turner, took 
over the running of call centre 
telephone inquiries, while Ambridge 
and Karen Lowrie, the wife of a 
serving Northern Ireland police officer, 
assisted him. 


THREATENED 
Shortly before the general election 
Dowson claimed his life was 
threatened by Mark Collett, the BNP’s 
head of publicity. However this 
accusation appears to have stemmed 
from Dowson's power grab for 
greater control of a party he once 
claimed he had never even joined. 
Desperate to keep his credit flowing 
with the printer Romac Press Ltd in 
east Belfast, Dowson offered the 
company the contract to print the 
BNP's literature as well as his own 
anti-abortion material. Dowson used 
the alleged threat to move against 
Bennett to disastrous effect when 
Bennett pulled the plug on the 
website on the eve of the May 
elections and launched a barrage of 
attacks on Dowson. 

Tom Gower, the party's election 


and coffees and is allowed to dispatch the birthday cards 


candidate in Coventry North East, was 
sent to Northern Ireland from Nuneaton 
to give the office some backbone. 

The persistent scrutiny not just from 
Searchlight but also by BNP members 
themselves prompted Thompson to 
quit the thankless role of BNP 
accountant, taking Zack McAdam, his 
evangelical computer guru, with him. 

For the Matthyses, the move to 
Northern Ireland has become a 
nightmare. Ms Matthys was appointed 
a director of Dowson's front company 
Adlorries.com Ltd in July 2009, but all 
it has these days appears to be a 
mountain of debt. She faces being 
further shunned in the small publicity- 
shunning community where she lives 
after Searchlight revealed that she 
carried the flags, along with Dowson's 
daughters, for the Goldsprings True 
Defenders Flute Band. Often tearful, 
Jennifer frequently flies to her father's 
side, leaving Angus to lock up the call 
centre alone. 

For Angus, the highlight of his 
emotionally austere life in Northern 
Ireland is his responsibility for opening 
the volumes of mail that arrive daily. 
It's hardly the life he studied for or 
even expected when he agreed to 
marry Jennifer. With two large rubber 
gloves he sifts through razor blades, 
excrement, needles and used 
prophylactics in search of cash 
donations that he can present to his 
wife for counting. It must be the 
highlight of Jenny's life there as these 
unsolicited donations sometimes 
amount to £2,000 a week, though 
that is a far cry from the donations of 
up to £40,000 in one week during the 
election campaign.. 

The Dundonald base has become the 
heartbeat of the BNP and, given how 
Dowson has made himself 
irreplaceable in Griffin's party, it is likely 
to remain so for as long as the leader 
remains in place. a 
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Investigation | nvestigation 


FOR AN ORGANISATION that 
perceives itself as defending the very 
essence of “Englishness”, the English 
Defence League has been quick to 
build links with likeminded groups 
around the globe. 

EDL representatives have addressed 
anti-Islamic gatherings in Sweden and 
Germany, they are co-organising a 
demonstration in the Netherlands « 
and will, this month, attend a protest 
against a planned Islamic centre near 
Ground Zero in New York. _ 

For the EDL leadership, more than 
to most of its followers, the defence of 
English identity is interwoven with the 
religious battle against Islam, which 
they perceive as the biggest threat to 
western civilisation. 

The driving force behind these links 
are two men who have been guiding 
the EDL from the shadows, Alan Lake 
and his close friend whom we know 
only as “Kinana’. 


The growing 
Islamophobic 
international 


The English Defence League might, as its very name 
suggests, be grounded in a nationalist defence of English 
identity, but as an organisation it views itself as part of an 
international fight. Nick Lowles reports. 


) Netherlands: The EDL is 
linking up with the Dutch 
aad Defence League to hold a 
oa rally in Amsterdam on 
‘League 30 September, in support of 


United States: EDL 
supporters will be 
travelling to New York to 
attend a protest against 
a planned Islamic centre, 
two blocks from Ground 
Zero. The event is being 
organised by Stop 
Islamization Of America 
and will be addressed by 
the former US 
ambassador John Bolton, 
Newt Gingrich 
(pictured), Geert Wilders 
and the New York 
Senator candidate Gary 
Berntsen. 
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United States 
Defence 
League 


the anti-Islamic politician 
Geert Wilders, whose trial 
on hate speech charges will 
open a few days later. 


he, =: 
France: EDL leaders travelled to France in early July to meet 


representatives of the Identity Bloc and Vérité, Valeurs et 
Democratie (Truth, Values and Democracy). Identity, which has 


ea, fewer than 1,000 members, is not anti-Jewish and even has 


contacts with some hardline members of the right-wing, ultra- 
nationalist Jewish Defence League. VVD is a website launched 
in December 2009 which is neo-conservative, anti-Islam and 
claims to be part of an “anti-Sharia Alliance”. 

Two attempts are being made to launch a French 
counterpart of the EDL in early September — the League 732 


| and the French Defence League (LDF). The LDF wants to work 


with the JDL, in contrast to League 732. However, the LDF is a 
curious mix of Identity followers, hooligans and autonomous 
nationalists who are not particularly willing to work with Jews. 


The two men are believed to have 
met at Kensington Temple, in Notting 
Hill Gate, west London, which belongs 
to the Elim Pentecostal Church, a 
protestant evangelical church, 
elements of which have attracted 
controversy for their hardline views on 
Christianity, homosexuality and Islam. 

It is believed that Lake has moved 
away from the church but Kinana has 
maintained his links. 

Last year, soon after the EDL was 
formed, Lake attended an anti-Islamic 
conference in Sweden hosted by the 
far-right Swedish Democrats. “We are 
catching a baby at the start of 
gestation,” said Lake. 

Describing the need to build a 
credible street army, built around 
football hooligans, Lake said: “Football 
fans are a potential source of support. 
They are a hoi polloi that gets off their 
backsides and travels to a city and they 
are available before and after matches.” 


“ft 


Norwegian . 
Defence 


Kinana poses with 
key EDL activists 


In a bizarre posting on his 
4Freedoms website, Lake recently 
argued that those who are either 
responsible for allowing Islamification 
to spread in Britain or refuse to 
confront it will be made to live in the 
Islamic enclaves that will develop in 
20 or 30 years. 

“By forcing these liberal twits into 
these enclaves we will send them to 
their deaths at worst, and at best they 
and their families will be subjected to 
all the depredations, persecutions and 
abuse that non-Muslims worldwide 
currently enjoy.” 

Lake goes on to encourage 
supporters to draw up lists of those 
who should be sent to these enclaves. 
For good measure he starts the ball 
rolling by listing the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Prime Minister David 
Cameron and the Liberal Democrat 
leader Nick Clegg. 

Lake is a key adviser to the EDL 


Sweden: EDL guru Alan Lake addressed a 
conference of the far-right Sweden 
Democrats in September 2009, in which 
he proclaimed that it was necessary to 


build an anti-Jihad movement. He spoke 
of the need for “people that are ready to 
go out in the street" and boasted that he 
and his friends had already begun to 
build alliances with “football supporters”. 


Germany: A hundred 
people rallied at the 
Dutch Embassy in Berlin 
to support the Dutch 
Islamophobic politician 
S| Geert Wilders. The 
Islamphobic Pax Europa 
Citizens’ Movement 
and the stridently anti- 
Muslim and leftist 
“Politically Incorrect" 
blog run by Stefan 
Herre, a teacher from 
Cologne, organised the 
event, which was also 
attended by 
Portsmouth members of 
the EDL. 


Nigerian 
Defence 
League 


leadership, particularly “Tommy 
Robinson” and Portsmouth-based 
Tommy Kelway. 

Now, under Lake's advice, the 
hooligans of the EDL are beginning to 
spread their wings overseas using their 
own hooligan networks. 

Foreign “Defence League” groups 
are springing up on Facebook, some 
with substance, others just internet 
groups, but more important links are 
now emerging. The EDL, and its 
related groups across the globe, will 
be holding events in numerous 
countries to mark the anniversary of 
the 9/11 attack. 
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[As we recall | we recall 


Stieg Larsson, 
our Stieg Larsson 


Searchlight's International Editor Graeme Atkinson 
remembers a close friend and a good comrade 
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long-time friend and 

Searchlight journalist now 
ranks as the second biggest selling 
author in the world, but it is true. 

Much has been written about 
Stieg Larsson as a result of his 
Millennium trilogy, most of it by 
people who never met or knew 
him as we did; as Stieg Larsson, 
the anti-fascist. 

Stieg Larsson the anti-fascist was 
our correspondent in Sweden for 
almost 20 years, working 
unstintingly on our behalf and 
never seeking any monetary 
reward but making us all richer for 
knowing him. 

Press tales report that he was a 
“workaholic” and even “a difficult 
man", but as his “line manager” 
| never felt that. On the contrary, 
he was nothing of the sort. 
Chasing him for his monthly articles 
could be a regular wrangle and it is 
a measure of how cool and relaxed 
he was that he could go into a nazi 
record shop in Stockholm's Old 
Town in the very early 1990s and 
ask cheekily, “Have you got 
anything by Stevie Wonder?" 

The Stieg we knew — and we 
knew him — bears scant 
resemblance to the Stieg of the 
countless newspaper stories 
about him. 

My first memory of meeting 
him is of finding my way across 
Stockholm, then a strange city for 
me, in freezing cold and snow late 
at night in November 1986. 

Stieg, despite the late hour, was 
in his kitchen, pipe in mouth and 
a mug of strong coffee, brewed 
the northern Swedish way, in easy 
reach. He welcomed me into his 
and his life partner Eva's home, at 
that time in Rinkeby, with the 
same warmth with which he 
welcomed me and other 
representatives of Searchlight on 
many subsequent visits. 

It was astonishing how he 
would take one into the world of 
whatever he was enthused by. 
And these topics were not 
always political. 

On one occasion | arrived to 
find him engrossed in the history 
of England's most famous outlaw, 
Robin Hood. In a few minutes, 
| perceived that Stieg probably 
knew more about the English 


‘ t is strange to think that a 


counties of Yorkshire, Derbyshire 
and Nottinghamshire in medieval 
times than | had ever known. 

This attribute, of wanting to 
know what was behind the face of 
the clock, he imported into his 
political work, so that he readily 
grasped what made people tick, 
what motivated them. 

On other levels, too, Stieg was 
really interesting to know and 
always capable of delivering 
surprises. He was a good 
photographer. He was interested in 
music, not least the ghastly music 
that was the soundtrack of Clint 
Eastwood's spaghetti westerns. 

He loved James Bond films and had 
the full collection on video tape. 

Crime novels this “workaholic” 
devoured. He would read any 
crime novels: the works of Sara 
Paretsky, Andrew Vachss, Dorothy 


Sayers and Arthur Conan Doyle How 
among his favourites. He was also many 
keen on science fiction, arguing other 
that some of the most politically . 
progressive writing was to be crime 
found there. writers 
He read extensively on the far have 
right. One of his key influences in 
trying to understand the vo had 
phenomenon of fascism was Leon faced 
Trotsky's writings, though he live 
thought, in retrospect, that Trotsky bullets? 


mgde some mistakes and saw 
some virtues in Georgi Dimitrov's 
concept of the Popular Front, 
outlined to the Comintern 
congress of 1935, which he 
thought could be adapted to 
Sweden by building a broad and 
democratic social consensus 
against right-wing extremism. 
Stieg loved life itself and happily 
discussed his experiences. Some of 
those, such as fighting in Eritrea, 
could really shock, while others, 
for example, his childhood 
adventures in the forests of 
northern Sweden, could generate 
much laughter. He would often 
talk with a combination of joy and 
reverence about his communist 
grandfather but never once 
mentioned his father or brother. 
He was proud of his support for 
the Grenadian Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop, whose socialist 
government was so cruelly 
wrecked by infighting, murder 
and US invasion, and of his own 


work to expose “honour killings” _Stieg Larsson 


and violence against women. 
His politics forged the steel shown 
in his novels. 

How many other crime writers 
have ever faced live bullets? 

The life he shared with Eva was 
one of the closest collaboration. 
They could finish each other's 
sentences. | recall how they 
suspended work for several days 
to take me — and my then small 
son — to see the sunlit splendour of 
the Stockholm archipelago. 

Stieg never stopped thinking 
and would produce ideas so 
rapidly it was sometimes hard to 
keep pace. The fact that he always 

- saw the container as half full 
rather than half empty helped 
keep him going when things were 
difficult. For a long time this was 
the case as he and Eva struggled 
on relatively low incomes and 
made big sacrifices. 

When we lost Stieg in 
November 2004, we lost a person 
of great humanity, a person whose 
life experiences were shaped by 
his childhood, his army service, his 
travels in Africa, his work as a 
journalist, his contributions to the 
peoples of Eritrea and Grenada 
and his efforts as trade unionist, 
socialist and leading international 
anti-fascist. 

As we said in our obituary of 
him: “Stieg Larsson was unique 
and his contribution to the anti- 
fascist movement, the left and the 
cause of a better, more humanistic 
and more egalitarian society was 
inestimable. He never abandoned 
the boundless optimism, hopes 
and ideas that first led him to 
engage in political activity." 

Searchlight was one his greatest 
inspirations and drove his ambition 
to launch a “Swedish Searchlight" 
in the shape of Expo. 

The wealth created by his 
literary success (and scandalously 
denied to Eva) would never have 
fazed him because his life's aim 
was not money or its trappings, 
it was about creating a better and 
more equal society and winning 
people over. 

That was Stieg Larsson, our 
Stieg Larsson. & 


© Searchlight — No reproduction in 
part or whole without written 
permission. 
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News from 
the sewers 


Matthew Collins shines his Searchlight 


into the sewers of the far right 


THE WIDOW OF the British National 
Party's founder John Tyndall has issued 
a statement attacking Eddy Morrison of 
the National Front for his attempts to 
revive her late husband's long running 
hate magazine Spearhead. Valerie 
Tyndall (pictured) had thought she'd 
buried the magazine with her late 
husband, who died in 2005, but 
Morrison, who was often attacked by 
Tyndall for his cynical opportunism, has 
tried to revive the publication to revive 
his own floundering career. An angry 
Mrs Tyndall wrote: “Too many leading 
individuals in the NF are prima donnas, 
who blow hot and cold with their 
emotions — they do not think 
realistically or practically." 


HEE 


BNP LEADER NICK Griffin's former 
bodyguard and alleged Liverpool hit 
man Joey Owens has given up running 
his one-man campaign against 
Searchlight infiltration of the BNP. 

So far, everyone Owens has accused of 
being a Searchlight mole has survived 
the Griffinite purges. In desperation, 
Owens has turned his affections to the 
dead Northumberland gunman Raoul 
Moat instead. 


xe 


THE ENGLISH DEFENCE League has 
been making a habit of visiting 
Whitechapel in east London lately, to get 
drunk and lippy to people passing the 
Grave Maurice pub on their way to or 
from the nearby East London Mosque. 
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One Saturday night in mid August they 
were put firmly on their backsides when 
locals finally snapped at the moronic 
thugs. Isn't it time the police and local 
council had a word with the landlord? 
Richard Barnbrook's decision to 
resign the BNP whip at the London 
Assembly due to his new-found 
principles didn't go down too well with 
his former friends. The sycophant 
blogger Green Arrow reminded his 
diminishing readership that “Dicky" 
acknowledges that he “likes a drink", 
while BNP stalwarts Robert Taylor and 
Mick Braun described him as among 
other things “a f***ing turncoat”. 


KH 


THE EDL SEEMED a little confused 
when applying for its march in 
Bradford. “We want to come to the city 
that spawned the 7/7 bombers,” the 
angry voice shouted down the phone to 
one council officer. “Well, they weren't 
from here,” the council officer politely 
reminded the caller, who responded 
with the time honoured Aryan 
expression of dismay: “Oh for f***'s 
sake. I'll ring you back in a minute." 


KH 


THE ENGLISH DEFENCE League leader 
Stephen Yaxley Lennon claims he is 
facing charges of mortgage fraud and 
money laundering. Writing on the EDL's 
Facebook page he complained that 
HM Revenue and Customs 
investigators even wanted to see his * 


enough, he also went off 

on holiday without = 
posting out orders for 
the EDLs clothing range. 


petrol receipts. If that were not bad 4 


HH 


MURAD QURESHI, a Labour 
member of the London Assembly 
who sits next to Richard Barnbrook 
in meetings at City Hall, was ina 
quandary when he heard that 


Le 
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Barnbrook had resigned the BNP whip. 
Qureshi was all set to wear his “Hope 51 
BNP 0" t-shirt the next time he sat 
alongside the former leader of the BNP 
group on Barking and Dagenham 
council. “I'm not sure Richard, as ever, is 
even really sure what's going on in his 
mind," commented Qureshi. 


HH 


IT'S NOT OFTEN you find BNP 
members gagged but that’s what 
happened when Griffin and his private 
army banned a number of London BNP 
members from one of their own 
meetings in Dagenham last month. 

Along with Griffin's head bodyguard 
Martin Reynolds and the rest of team 
of heavies who follow the Fuhrer 
around was the party's new elections 
officer Clive Jefferson, who doubles up 
as its North West regional organiser but 
does neither job well. 

While Griffin, who lives in Wales and 
represents the North West in the 
European Parliament, was inside 
announcing himself as the new regional 
organiser for London (he passes through 
occasionally) outside were the defeated 
leadership challenger Eddy Butler and 
veteran antisemite Richard Edmonds 
holding court with a gaggle of the 
party's persona non grata, many wearing 
gags and claiming they were being 
victimised for asking too many questions. 
Heavens knows what it is like to be 
hated even by fellow Nazis, but it 

must be hard to go from being 
the party's “favourite wog", as 
the former Turkish BNP 
‘/ councillor Laurence Rustem 
(pictured) was once 
described by the 
leadership, to not even 
Ne) being allowed in your 
local notorious Nazi 
boozer to get a lager top. 
Butler claims there's more of 

» this to come. We're looking 

forward to it. 


by David Williams 


LORD PEARSON OF RANNOCH, 
leader of the UK Independence Party, 
has resigned giving the refreshingly 
frank assessment of his own political 
limitations that he was “not much 
good at party politics”. 

Pearson's shock departure comes 
less than a year after he took over 
the leadership of UKIP from Nigel 
Farage, who stepped down to 
concentrate on challenging John 
Bercow in his Buckingham 
parliamentary seat during the general 
election. The ebullient Farage was a 
tough act to follow, not least because 
he presided over UKIP’s unlikely 
political resurrection during the 2009 
European election, in which the party 
won 13 MEPs and took more votes 
than Labour, which was pushed into a 
humiliating third place. 

Pearson was not so lucky. Although 
UKIP polled 919,546 votes (3.1%) in 
the general election, an increase of 
0.9% on its 605,973 votes (2.2%) in 
2005, this performance was still 
considered disappointing, particularly 
in the wake of its 2,381,760 votes 
(16.5%) in the 2009 European election. 

Many UKIP activists were 
embarrassed by Pearson's confession 
that he was not familiar with the 
“minutiae” of the UKIP manifesto and 
angered by his announcement that 
UKIP would not stand against well 
known Eurosceptic MPs. This 
decision was defied by UKIP activists 
in Wells, which contributed to the 
unseating of the veteran anti-EU 
Conservative MP David Heathcoat- 
Amory who lost his seat to the Liberal 
Democrats. Similar disapprobation 
greeted Pearson's offer to disband the 
party altogether if the Conservatives 


UKIP leader quits as part 
struggles over ‘dential 


promised to grant a referendum on 
the ratified Lisbon Treaty. 

The real question, however, is where 
Pearson's resignation leaves UKIP? 

The party has always struggled to 
overcome the public perception that it 
is a “one trick pony” limited to 
opposing Europe. This explains in large 
part its inability to get itself noticed 
outside elections for the European 
Parliament. Known primarily for its 
strident anti-EU agenda, UKIP has 
made several attempts recently to 
recast itself as a non-racist anti- 
immigration party though without any 
conspicuous success. 


“lam not much 
good at party politics” 
Lord Pearson 


However, since his election as party 
leader in November 2009, Pearson has 
contributed to the development of 
an increasingly vocal anti-Islam 
platform, partly in an attempt to shore 
up UKIP’s right wing against the BNP. 
Any such policy had not been 
noticeable under Farage, who was 
apparently concerned with the issue 
“backfiring” according to one source, 
though he subsequently endorsed it. 

Even before becoming leader 
Pearson had signalled the direction in 
which he would take the party when he 
and Baroness Caroline Cox of 
Queensbury, a cross-bench member of 
the House of Lords, invited Geert 


Lord Pearson of Rannoch 
Photo: from Flickr by Euro Realist 
Newsletter 


Wilders, the anti-Islamic Dutch MP and 
leader of the Freedom Party, to screen 
his anti-Islamic film Fitna at the House 
of Lords. Fitna, an Arabic word roughly 
translated as “strife”, is a 17-minute film 
that crudely links terrorism directly to 
the Koran, which Wilders lambasts as a 
“fascist” book that should be banned. 

It was Wilders who was banned, 
however — banned from entering Britain 
on 12 February 2009 on the grounds 
that his presence could promote 
“inter-faith violence”. After successfully 
appealing against the ban, Wilders 
returned to Britain in March 2010 and 
screened Fitna at the House of Lords. 

Seemingly undeterred by the nature 
of the waters in which it was fishing, 
UKIP continued its anti-Islamic 
campaigning, calling for a ban on the 
burka and niqab. This policy appeared 
in its general election manifesto and 
in its literature on immigration, much 
of it devised by in the past. 

Now Pearson has gone will UKIP 
continue to push this line as forcefully? 
UKIP’s future political tenor will 
become clearer once it selects an 
interim leader at its annual conference 
this month. So far David Campbell- 
Bannerman MEP a deputy leader of the 
party, has signalled his intention to 
stand. Farage has not ruled out a return 
either, though his health remains a 
concern after the plane crash on polling 
day which nearly killed him. It would be 
surprising if Batten were not also 
amongst the contenders. Doubtless 
other candidates will throw their hats 
into the ringinthenearfuturetoo. & 


Is UKIP still a one-trick pony? A special Searchlight briefing 


www.hopenothate.org.uk/briefings 
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Feature: Italy 


As Gianfranco Fini breaks political allegiance with Silvio Berlusconi and plots his own path to 
becoming Prime Minister of Italy, Alfio Bernabei, asks whether he can emulate || Duce. 


hen Benito Mussolini 

came to power in 1922 he 

had just 35 MPs in his 
party. Squabbling politicians had 
made the country ungovernable and 
the King handed over power to him. 
People knew of the Partito Nazionale 
Fascista (National Fascist Party), but 
they had no idea what it would bring 
about. It was only the beginning of Act 
One. Mussolini was promising the 
restoration of order within a 
democratic framework. 

Today his political heir, Gianfranco 
Fini, has almost the same number of 
MPs on his side. He wants to replace 
Silvio Berlusconi as Prime Minister and 
claims, as Mussolini did, that the 
country needs some kind of order. 
With Act II and Act III played out as we 
know in history, it is a chilling prospect. 
Not because Fini will kill political 
opponents or set up concentration 
camps, but because of the terrible 
example Italy is setting once more to 
the rest of the world. Since it cannot 
sever its links with fascism’s mental 
enslavement and cannot return to the 
original version, it chews up and 
regurgitates its remains. 

Fini is aman who became a fascist at 
the age of 16. A BNP type? Much worse. 
He was not mimicking a failed Oswald 
Mosley but was totally in love with a 
real dictator whom he called “the 
greatest statesman of this century”. 
This, in the full knowledge of what the 
dictator actually did, starting with his 
own militia and ending up serving 
under Adolf Hitler’s Third Reich. 

In 1922 Italians did not know of 
political enslavement or racial laws. 
But the young Fini did. He was 
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groomed by Giorgio Almirante, the 
fascist diehard hunter of partisans 
and leader of the postwar reformed 
fascist party, the Italian Social 
Movement (MSI). Fini’s fascism was 
not the passing interest of a confused 
student who doesn't know what to 
make of concentration camps. He 
became the MSI's party secretary and 
was in and around it for nearly thirty 
years of his life. 

That Fini was brought into 
government by Berlusconi, an industrial 
tycoon linked to the illegal P2 Masonic 
Lodge set up to conspire to bring about 
a rightwing coup in Italy in case such a 
need arose in the opinion of some Nato 
members, is understandable. But that 
the centre and centre-left press and 
parties should welcome him as a 
future Prime Minister, mainly 
because the putrid setup around 
Berlusconi, voted for by the 
Italians, is considered 
unsustainable, is a tragedy that 
spells out the moral bankruptcy 
into which the country has 
plunged. 

Frankly, if Mussolini’s heir as 
Prime Minister is all that Italy can 
produce it might be better to keep in 
place a clown with a bandana, a crook 
with Mafia friends, rather than give 
the job to the former MSI secretary — 
equivalent to giving it to a former 
British National Party leader. 

They say Fini has turned into 
a moderate, a champion of 
legality. But he is better 
known for his boundless 
opportunism. Since 
1994 he has been 
Berlusconi’s right hand 


man and has become a household 
name through the magnate’s television 
channels while wearing the fascist 
logo in his lapel — Mussolini’s eternal 
flame. He signed every law and wasn't 
he in the police control room in Genoa 
in 2001 during the bloody blitz, when 
riot police violently confronted over 
200,000 demonstrators against the G8 
summit? He knew Berlusconi's 
problems with justice. He knew 
Berlusconi had employed a Mafioso in 
his home but didn’t seem to mind at 
all. He knew he was in coalition with 
the xenophobic Northern League and 
that too was alright. 

Then, some months ago he turned 


Italy's fascist dictator Benito Mussolini 


virtuous. To play better the role of the 
victim he had himself expelled by 
the Popolo della Liberta (People of 
Freedom) ruling party, which he 
helped form in 2009 by merging his 
National Alliance with Berlusconi’s 
Forza Italia, and set up his own fringe 
group of 33-35 MPs. 

But something has gone wrong in 
the timing and organisation of a plan 
he must have spent years preparing. 
Fini miscalculated in thinking that 
Berlusconi, battered by scandals 
about his private life and judicial 
inquests on corruption, would give up 

easily and retire to one of his 
villas; he was wrong in 
thinking that 
ic disgusted sections 
of Italian society 


ee 
so 4 
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j (left) Gianfranco 
4 Fini and Silvio 
Berlusconi 
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would acclaim him as the clean 
successor; he was also wrong in 
expecting that the leader of the 
Northern League, Umberto Bossi, 
might grasp an opportunity for his 
own act of renewal, throwing at sea 
the dirt accumulated in 16 years of 
collaboration with Berlusconi; wrong, 
too, in believing that the global 
economic crisis would hit Italy so 
hard as to convince everyone of the 
need to revert to being governed by 
real politicians such as himself, rather 
than by an industrial tycoon. 

Now that the chance of a quick coup 
has evaporated for the heir to 
Mussolini in his Brutus garb there is 
the long slog of compromise solutions 
with other parties and, probably, 
uncertain election results. 

The neofascist outfits, such as Forza 
Nuova (New Force), Casa Pound, 

La Destra (The Right) and Fiamma 
Tricolore (Tricolour Flame), call Fini a 
traitor for describing fascism as 
“absolute evil”, convinced that he did 
so only to be allowed to visit Israel and 
ingratiate himself internationally. 

But they are ultimately happy to see a 
former black shirt striving to reach the 
top level in Italian politics, fulfilling 
the dream of his master Almirante. 

If Fini ever becomes Prime Minister 
he might blabber a few words of 
condemnation at some atrocity 
caused by nazi thugs, but he 

will hardly be in a position 
to condemn fascist 
demonstrations, given that 
he himself used to attend 
them, or the nazi-fascist 
salute that he himself 
used to make. 


FACT FILE: 
Gianfranco Fini 


1952 Born in Bologna 
1968 Gets involved 
with the fascist 
Italian Social 
Movement (MSI) 
1977 Becomes ae 
secretary of the Pra od 
MSI's Youth founder and 
Front leader of the 
1983 Elected to porns be sity 
Chamber of until 1987 
Deputies 
(Lower House 
of Parliament) 
1987 Succeeds Giorgio Almirante 


as leader of the MSI 


Rebrands the MSI as the 
-95 National Alliance (AN), a 

“post-fascist” party 
2001 Appointed deputy Prime 
Minister 


Becomes Minister of 
Foreign Affairs 


Elected Speaker of Chamber 
of Deputies 


The AN and Berlusconi's 
Forza Italia merge to 
form the People of 

Freedom party (PdL) 


Leaves the PdL to 
form the Future and 
Freedom for Italy 
parliamentary 
group (FLI) 


2010 
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Radicals shal a challenge 
to Le Pen’s daughter 
Jean-Yves Camus reports from Paris 


SOME OF THE most radical factions of the French 
extreme right are supporting a bid by Bruno Gollnisch 
for the leadership of the National Front (FN). This will 
give him enough votes to challenge Marine Le Pen, the 
daughter of the present leader, in the party leadership 
election in January 2011. 

Marine Le Pen wants to break the FN’s current 
isolation. Although she does not intend to change the 
party’s xenophobic agenda, she is seen as more 
moderate than her father, with whom she has publicly 
clashed over issues related to antisemitism and 
Holocaust denial. Gollnisch, on the other hand, has 
often attended events alongside prominent fascists, 
including the British National Party leader Nick Griffin, 
and to which Holocaust-deniers were invited. 

Gollnisch is a regular speaker at the annual Forum of 
the Nation, a gathering organised in Lyon by Young 
Nation, part of the antisemitic Oeuvre Francaise 
(French Work) movement. Last May, several of his 
supporters in the Young National Front (FNJ) attended 
the annual general meeting of French Renewal, a fascist 
and Catholic fundamentalist outfit. Although dual 
membership with other movements is expressly 
prohibited in the FN’s rules, the rule is often ignored. 

Akey mouthpiece of radical support for Gollnisch is 
the independent magazine Rivarol, which has been 
published weekly since 1951. Its veteran chief editor, 
Marie-Luce Wacquez, retired last spring and was 
replaced by Jér6me Bourbon, a 37-year-old member of 
Oeuvre Francaise and supporter of the bizarre 
fundamentalist “sedevacantist” Catholic sect, which 
believes that all Popes elected after Pius XII are heretics 
and that the Papal throne is therefore vacant. 

Gollnisch has let his supporters launch a low- 
circulation monthly magazine dedicated to his cause. 
Droite ligne (which means the right path, but also “in 
the steps of”, in this case, fascist ideology) is under the 
direction of Yvan Benedetti, an FN city councillor from 
near Lyon, who is the man behind Young Nation and 
the Forum of the Nation. 

In the June issue of Droite ligne, Benedetti enthused 
about “a prescient book published in 1905: the Protocols 
of the Learned Elders of Zion’. The notorious 
antisemitic tsarist forgery purports to document a 
Jewish plan for world domination. 

Gollnisch’s flirtation with a more radical course is 
good news for Marine Le Pen, who can now portray 
herself as a modern nationalist opposed to Gollnisch’s 
old-style campaign. A post-election split is a possibility. 
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Nazi fest washout 
From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Dresden 


AGAINST THE BACKDROP of 
a possible merger of far-right 
parties in Germany, more 
than 1,500 people were 
drenched by torrential rain at 
the nazi National Democratic 
Party’s (NPD) main festival 
event near Niesky in Saxony 
last month. Saxony is a 
stronghold of the party, 
which has eight members in 
the regional parliament and 
at least three members on 
every local council. 

The party staged the rally 
there - under the auspices of 
its monthly paper Deutsche 
Stimme — in an attempt to 
repeat its success in 2006 
when some 6,000 nazis 
gathered for a similar event 
near Dresden. 

Those attending the 
festival could buy nazi 


pamphlets, books and 
t-shirts with openly racist 
and antisemitic slogans and 
images, while listening to 
rabble-rousing rants from 
top NPD officers such as 
Holger Apfel and Udo Voigt. 
Apfel accused the German 
government of betraying 
German interests and 
vilified the USA and Israel as 
“the most criminal powers 
in the world”, provoking 
chants of “Israel — never 
again” from the audience. 
Later, the NPD women’s 
organisation, the Ring of 
National Women, presented 
anew campaign for 
“mothers’ pay” aimed at 
enhancing the status of 
German mothers with the 
intention of restricting their 
role to the domestic sphere. 


Flemish extremists cooperate 
with German Islamophobes 
From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet — 


RésistanceS in Brussels 


THE EXTREME-RIGHT 
Flemish Interest (VB) again 
showed its eagerness to 
collaborate with fellow 
extremists in Germany when 
its leaders, Filip Dewinter 
and Bart Debie, took part in 
a meeting with the 
Islamophobic Pro Germany 
movement in Berlin. 

The reception for the two 
men was warmer than 
expected. A sit-in — part of a 
protest by more than 800 
anti-fascists — blocked their 


path into the meeting venue, 
Schoneberg town hall. 
Only after the police had 
liberally used pepper spray 
on the anti-fascists and 
made some atrests was a 
way cleared for Dewinter, 
Debie and other participants 
to enter the building. 
Dewinter told the 
meeting: “Islam is a threat 
and the Islamisation of 
Europe is leading to ghettos 
and increased criminality”. 
He described community 


NPD women's 
organisation the 
Ring Nationaler Frauen 


The policy is in line with the 
NPD’s idea of reducing 
unemployment among 
ethnic Germans by removing 
migrants and women from 
the labour market. 

The proposed merger of 
Germany's two main fascist 
parties, the NPD and the 
German People’s Union 
(DVU), was the main focus 
of a round table discussion 
in Niesky. Apfel, Voigt and 
Matthias Heyder, leader of 
the NPD’s branch in 
Sachsen-Anhalt, agreed with 
the DVU leader, Matthias 
Faust, that the fusion would 
send a strong signal for unity 
to far-rightists in Germany. 

The next touchstone in 
the unification process will 
be the regional election in 
Sachsen-Anhalt next March. 
Although the DVU took 
12.9% of the vote therein 
1998, it has never repeated 
this success. Nevertheless, 
Heyder hopes to propel the 
NPD over the 5% hurdle, 
which would give the party a 


integration projects as a 
waste of time and money. 
In fact, it was the meeting 
itself that was a waste of 
time and money as it 
attracted only 41 
participants, most of them 
members of the Cologne 
branch of the so-called Pro 
movement. 

In his speech, Debie, 36, a 
former police officer, 
complained about the 
violence of the a 

\~ «\ 
However Debie  }) sg \ 
himself has a ‘ce §y 
conviction for : 
him a year in 
prison, a 


demonstrators 

outside the 

town hall. 

racism and is AF 
excessive use of 
violence. It got 


parliamentary group ina 
third regional parliament. 
Success there would also 
boost the party’s campaign 
for next year’s regional 
elections in Bremen, Berlin 
and Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommenrn. Victories in 
these states would result 
in greater access to official 
funding. The DVU has had 
representatives in the 
Bremen regional parliament 
in the past and the NPD 
currently holds six seats in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. 
The British National Party 
has welcomed the 
unification moves. Writing 
on the BNP website, Chris 
Beverley, the party’s Yorkshire 
organiser, who has often 
represented the BNP in 
Germany, said: “Germany is 
arguably the most difficult 
European state for 
nationalists to operate in and 
anything that can be done to 
unite its patriotic forces and 
results in tangible electoral 
advances is most welcome”. 


€7,500 (£6,200) fine and the 
removal of his political 
rights for five years, and 
lost him his job with the 
federal police. 

The ultra-aggressive 
language used by VB 
members such as Debie is 
one of the reasons why 
Marie-Rose Morel 
(pictured), a former VB MP 
and one of the party’s 
celebrities, recently quit the 
organisation. Her 
resignation was no surprise 
and she is not alone in her 
move. Karim van Overmeire, 
an MP and long term activist 
with an impressive 


#-~ nationalist pedigree, 


has followed suit and 
is reportedly 
thinking about 
starting anew 
right-wing party. 


Polish Woodstock kicks 
racism into touch 


By Rafal Pankowski for By Rafal Pankowski for 
Nigdy Wiecej and Antifa-Net in Kostrzyn 


POLISH WOODSTOCK, the annual free music festival in 
Kostrzyn near the Polish-German border, attracted some 
300,000 people this year. Searchlight’s Polish sister 
organisation, the Never Again Association, contributed 
to the festivities with its ninth annual Polish Anti-Racist 
Football Championship which, as in previous years, 
proved highly popular with the festival audience. As a 
bonus this year, festival-goers could also view an 
exhibition on the multicultural history of Polish football. 

“This year we paid special attention to recruiting 
volunteers who will be willing to take part in anti-racist 
activities planned around the Euro 2012 football 
championships in Poland and Ukraine,” said Jacek 
Purski, a spokesman for Never Again. 

The distinguished British violinist Nigel Kennedy, 
who performed at the festival, was among several 
people who expressed support for the Never Again 
activists. As an ardent Aston Villa fan, he was visibly 
surprised to see Purski wearing an Villa shirt during the 
matches at the festival. 

The organising partners for the event included 
Warsaw University’s Social Project 2012, the Council of 
Europe Information Office and the Mayor of Kostrzyn. 

The Never Again Association is an independent 
anti-fascist organisation that monitors racist incidents 
and conducts educational campaigns. It coordinates the 
Football Against Racism in Europe (FARE) Eastern 
European Development Project supported by UEFA in 
the run-up to the Euro 2012 in Poland and Ukraine. 
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New government champions 
nation based on ethnicity 


From Janosz Malterik in Budapest 


HUNGARY’S NATIONAL conservative 
government has shown its true 
colours after just a few weeks in 
power. Armed with over two thirds of 
the parliamentary seats, the alliance 
between Fidesz — the Hungarian Civic 
Union and the Christian 
Democratic People’s Party 
(KDNP) briskly adopted a 
battery of new authoritarian 
laws, many focused on re- 
establishing a closed, vdlkisch 
identity. 

The first act of Victor Orban’s 
government was to adopt a 
new Nationality Law on 
the racist jus san- 
guinis principle. 
A Hungarian citi- 
zen is now any 
person whose 
ancestors origi- 
nate in 
“historical 
Hungary”. 

The new defi- 
nition will 
“bring home to 
Hungary” an 
estimated three 
million ethnic 
Hungarians now 
living in 
Romania, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Ukraine, 
Slovenia and 
Croatia, who were 
“lost”, together with 
two-thirds of the ter- 
ritory of Hungary, as a 
result of the 1920 Treaty 
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of Trianon, which dismantled the 
former Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
Defined as belonging to “the Magyar 
cultural nation’, they do not even 
have to move to Hungary to be grant- 
ed Hungarian nationality. 
Orban, leader of Fidesz, and 
his cohorts have striven since 
2002 to “revive the nation 
«. j degraded by Trianon” and for 
==. ‘there-establishment of 
national unity over the pres- 
ent borders”. This is nothing 
== more than a call for the 


"= restoration of a revanchist 


“greater Hungary”. 

The adoption of 4 
June, the anniversary 
of the Trianon Treaty, 
as a Day of National 
Solidarity, also 
serves this concept 
of a nation based 

on blood inheri- 
tance that has 
grown together 
organically. 

To consolidate 
his power and 
circumvent any 
“redundant 
quarrels about 
opposing values”, 
Orban plans 
changes to elec- 

toral legislation that 
will reduce the elec- 
toral prospects of 


Viktor Orban: wants to 
restore Greater Hungary 


small parties. The result of this change 
will become evident in the regional 
elections in autumn. 

The government also has plans to 
challenge the independence of the 
judiciary, with a commission being 
established to change the rules for 
nominating judges. 

Further legal changes include 
rewriting the law against Holocaust 
denial adopted on 19 April by the 
previous government. The new statute 
will replace the term “Holocaust” with 
“national socialist genocide” and 
“communism genocide”, placing both 
on an equal footing. When the law, 
signed by Hungary’s ethnic nationalist 
president Laszl6 S6lyom, comes into 
force, denial of “communist genocide” 
will be an offence. 

The Roma people are being targeted 
with legislation modelled on the 
American three strikes principle. 
Offenders could face a life sentence for 
their third conviction regardless of the 
offence and without any scope for 
judicial discretion. Such a law would 
unfairly affect the poorest in society 
who might commit more petty crimes. 

This, presumably, is how Orban and 
his government plan to resolve the 
problem of “Gypsy criminality”. 

In a further sinister move Géza 
Szécs, the Secretary of State in the 
Ministry for Cultural Inheritance, has 
announced, in keeping with the 
government's vélkisch fixation with 
national identity, that a research team 
will soon be established to trace the 
origins of the Magyar nation through 
an examination of DNA samples. 


IN BRIEF... 


SWEDEN 
Far-right party could 
enter parliament 
A poll published in early 
August in the left-leaning 
daily Aftonbladet has 
suggested that the far-right, 
anti-immigrant Sweden 
Democrats (SD) could win 
a record 6.5% of the vote in 
September's general 
election. This would cross 
the 4% hurdle and propel 
the party into parliament. 
Almost 46% of those 
surveyed said they 
intended to vote for the 
ruling centre-right 


coalition while 45% would 
vote for the left-wing 
opposition alliance. This 
could leave the racists 
holding the balance. 

The four parties in the 
centre-right coalition and 
the three main leftist 
opposition parties have so 
far all ruled out cooperation 
with the SD. The far-right 
party, which polled just 2.9% 
in the country’s previous 
election in 2006, argues that 
Sweden should remain a 
“homogeneous society” by 
drastically cutting the 
numbers of immigrants. 


Worst case scenario 
government on way? 
From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


in Utrecht 


POLITICAL CHAOS 
continues to reign in the 
Netherlands after the 
general election on 9 June 
returned a fragmented 
parliament and Queen 
Beatrix asked Ruud Lubbers, 
a former prime minister, to 
consult party leaders and try 
to form a new government. 
As a result of Lubbers’s talks 
the leaders of the right-wing 
liberal Party for Freedom 
and Democracy (VVD), the 
Christian Democrats (CDA) 
and Geert Wilders's 
Freedom Party (PVV) are 
negotiating a coalition 
agreement. 

Despite seeking common 
ground, Mark Rutte (VVD), 
Maxime Verhagen (CDA) 
and Geert Wilders (PVV) 
recognise mutual differences 


on “the nature and character 
of Islam". 

Any agreement between 
these parties would include 
cuts to government spending, 
immigration, integration and 
asylum, law and order and 
better care for the elderly, 
making it in effect the most 
right-wing government since 
the Second World War. 

Wilders is positioning himself 
as kingmaker, in a similar way 
to Pia Kjaersgaard’s Danish 
People's Party (DF), which has 
since 2001 propped up three 
minority governments of 
liberals and conservatives and 
has inveigled them into 
introducing some of the most 
draconian immigration laws in 
Europe. 

Should a similar coalition be 
formed in the Netherlands, 


AUSTRIA 
Haider fortune mystery 
Although he died ina 
drink-drive car crash two 
years ago, the extreme- 
right leader Jorg Haider hit 
the headlines again in 
August when the weekly 
magazine Profil revealed 
that he might have 
squirreled away as much 
as €45 million (£37 
million) in a dozen shell 
companies with bank 
accounts in Liechtenstein. 
There has been much 
speculation about the 
sources of this money, 


Geert Wilders with the US anti- 
Islam campaigner Pamela Geller 


the crazed Islamophobe 
would become the most 
influential politician in the 
Netherlands, effectively the 
power behind the scene. 

Some time ago, Rutte said 
that Wilders “has the darkest 
ideas". That was before 
Wilders really started raving 
about taxing headscarves 
and deporting millions of 
Muslims from Europe. Now, 
in talks with Wilders, Rutte 
appears to have forgotten his 
previous view. 

Many observers find it hard 
to believe that a liberal such 
as Rutte will ultimately agree 
with state interference on 


with the magazine naming 
the Libyan dictator 
Muammar al-Gaddafi as 
one possibility. 

Other names being 
bandied about include the 
late Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein. Haider's links 
with Iraq were well known 
and he visited the country 
three times while Saddam 
was in control. 

Austrian prosecutors are 
already investigating 
whether Haider siphoned 
off millions of euros from 
dodgy property deals in 
Croatia. 


matters such as Muslim 
headscarves in public 
buildings, and with banning 
the Koran and building 
mosques as laid out in the 
PVV's programme. 

The parties’ fudged 
statement about holding 
different opinions on Islam 
means that not only can 
Wilders continue to vent his 
rage against it in parliament 
and abroad, but his impact 
will be greater because of his 
government connection. 

Another pressing problem is 
the Freedom's Party desire to 
elevate the “struggle against 
Islam" to the core of Dutch 
foreign policy. Later this 
month Wilders will speak at 
Ground Zero in New York on 
11 September at the invitation 
of the Stop the Islamisation of 
America movement. His 
speech will be part of a 
protest against the building of 
a new mosque near the scene 
of the Islamist terror assault of 
2001. The difference will be 
that Wilders will also be seen 
— even if incorrectly in a 
formal sense — as a member 
of the Dutch government. 
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The battle over immigrant rights 


TWENTY MONTHS into his presidency, a 
growing proportion of Americans (18% 
in August compared to 11% last March) 
think that Barack Obama is a Muslim. 
While he professes to be a Christian, 
some link these numbers to the 
opposition to his administration's policies. 
A deeper point is at issue, however: 
whether or not the president of the 
United States is believed to be a “real 
American". Indeed, the conflict over 
American national identity has developed 
an increased ferocity. Consider in this 
regard the battle over immigrant rights in 
Arizona, which has now reached the 
stage of a set piece war. 

The state, located in the southwest 
quadrant of the United States, is three 
times the size of Scotland, with only 
about one million people more. It shares 
hundreds of miles of borderland with 
Mexico, much of it sparsely populated 
dessert. Each year tens of thousands of 
brown-skinned Spanish-speaking 
workers have trekked north across that 
border looking for paid employment. 
Many have been pushed out of their 
own home towns by the massive 
importation of American products, 
particularly corn. With few visas 
available for unskilled labour, many lack 
proper papers. They and their families 
are not criminals, they are job-hungry 
workers. The anti-immigrant movement, 
however, regards them all as the 
equivalent of invading terrorists; 
including their fully documented cousins 
and even the dark-skinned citizens 
descended from people who have 
occupied these lands since before the 
Spanish conquistadores. 

This most recent round of fighting 
began in April. The state legislature 
passed, and the governor signed, a bill 
known as “SB 1070". It contained 
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by Leonard Zeskind 


provisions that mandated state and local 
law enforcement officers to check a 
person's visa or citizenship papers 
whenever they stopped anyone for any 
reason. Such a law was an immediate 
threat to every brown-skinned resident 
of the state, whether you had just 
crossed the border the night before or 
your great grandparents were citizens or 
Apache or Navajo tribal nation 
members. Immigrant, Latino and human 
rights advocates let out a cry of anguish, 
and a hundred thousand opponents of 
the law marched in towns and cities 
across the state on 29 May. 

The Obama administration filed suit 
against the law, claiming federal 
agencies — not state and local police — 
had jurisdiction over all immigration and 
customs matters. On 28 July a federal 
judge agreed with the administration 
and blocked enactment of the law's 
most onerous sections. The matter is 
likely eventually to reach the Supreme 
Court, however, particularly since a 
number of other states are considering 
passing similar bills. 

It should be noted that $B1070 enjoys 
the support of a full seven in ten 
Arizonans. In opposition to the law, an 
economic boycott has started, with 
hundreds of celebrities, pop music stars, 
sports teams and organisations 
promising not to appear or hold 
conventions in the state. Two dozen 
cities and counties have signed up. 

In response, anti-immigrant organisa- 
tions, some Tea Party outfits and others 
have started internet petition campaigns 
of their own saying: “We stand with 
Arizona". Hundreds of thousands of 


and the fight for jobs and justice 


individual signatures — perhaps a million 
— have been gathered. 

Latinos and immigrants have started 
organising neighbourhood by 
neighbourhood to protest the law. 

Some organisations conducted a short- 
lived campaign of civil disobedience. 

By way of contrast, Tea Partiers staged 
their own protests on the border, 
supporting the law and opposing “illegal” 
immigrants. Armed border vigilantism by 
anti-immigrant organisations has increased 
recently, despite the collapse of several of 
the previous Minuteman organisations. 

At the moment, in the Arizona battle, 
the anti-immigrant forces hold the 
political heights within the state. 
Outside the state, immigrant rights 
advocates sit on higher ground. In order 
for this virtual checkmate of forces to be 
broken, it will be necessary for a larger 
social movement to develop its forces 
both inside and outside the state. 

Enter the march on Washington, DC 
set for 2 October 2010. Major national 
civil rights and trade union organisations 
are sponsors, including the NAACP and 
the AFL-CIO. With the headline One 
Nation Working Together, it could alter 
the balance of forces nationwide. If so, 
the renewed commitment for grassroots 
community organising may gain ground 
in Arizona for immigrant rights. 

The strength of the local Tea Parties 
may be challenged at the local level for 
the first time. The Republican Party may 
be denied several of the victories it 
expects in the mid-term elections to 
Congress on 2 November. President 
Barack Obama could become a “real 
American” again. 


ANTI-FASCIST 
FILM CLUB 


A film you should see ... 


Come and See 


THIS FILM, an absolute 
“must” for anti-fascists, 
exposes the sheer horror 
that would follow if fascism 
were again allowed to 
conquer. 

Set in Nazi-occupied 
Belorussia, Elem Klimov's 
final film charts events after 
its main character, Florya, 

a teenage boy, joins a Red 
partisan unit. When the unit 
marches off, Florya is left 
behind in a forest camp. 
Deafened by Luftwaffe 
bombing, he and Glascha, 

a young woman, must avoid 
capture by German 
paratroopers combing the 
woods. Terrified, Florya and 
Glascha return to his hamlet 


to discover an SS killing 
squad has murdered its 
inhabitants, including his 
tiny twin sisters. 

The film then plunges into 
hell as Florya and Glascha 
struggle to join those who 
managed to flee. Helped by 
peasants in Perekhody, 

a neighbouring village, 
Florya witnesses the arrival 
of an SS Einsatzkommando 
whose killer soldiers herd 
the villagers into a wooden 
church and set it on fire, 
while applauding and 
laughing. Florya narrowly 
escapes the inferno but the 
horrors he has seen have 
turned him from a fresh- 
faced youngster into a little 


Review by Graeme Atkinson 


old man. The scenes in 
Perekhody symbolise 
similarly unspeakably brutal 
German atrocities carried 
out in 628 villages in 
Belorussia (now Belarus). 

The SS do not go 
unpunished. Ambushed by 
the unit that left Florya 
behind, the Nazis spit out 
their race hatred, a captured 
SS officer telling the 
partisans that, as an inferior 
race and communist 
sympathisers, they will 
eventually be exterminated. 
He also declares that he did 
not allow children to leave 
the blazing church because 
“the trouble starts with 
children”. This scene leads 
to an incredibly powerful 
and telling conclusion, 
demonstrating both the 
partisans’ justified 
ruthlessness and Florya's 
ultimate humanity. 

The first 40 minutes of 
the film are slow but 
patience is rewarded as the 
tension, and utter horror of 
the fascists’ murderous- 
ness, builds relentlessly. 
Come and See catches 
audiences unaware and 
shakes them out of 
complacency. The viewer is 


left speechless, stunned by 
the harrowing scenes but 
inspired by the ending. 
Klimov, who himself 
survived the Nazi siege of 
Stalingrad as a boy, has 
produced a moving, 
thought-provoking film; an 
educational masterpiece for 
anyone tempted to think 
fascism has become just 
another kind of politics. 


IGITALLY REMASTERED FROM RESTORED PRINT 


Come and See 
Directed by Elem Kilmov 
142 mins | 1985 
Russian with English 
subtitles 
Pell tele) (om icelan) 
Amazon.co.uk 


Seventy years ago Nazi Germany suffered an historic defeat in the air. Commemorative shirts for the victory against fascism, then and now. 
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN 


1940-2010 
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‘News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


The year ahead 


Nick Lewles on the priorities and focus for the HOPE not 


hate campaign in 2011 


about the 2011 campaign 

after the British National Party 
was so roundly defeated in May's 
general and local elections. 
It might seem premature to talk 
about the BNP threat next year 
when the party is teetering on the 
edge of implosion and 
bankruptcy. But plan ahead we 
must or we might be in for a 
nasty shock next May. 

We have long argued that the 
BNP has done well despite itself. 
Politically weak, organisationally 
poor and tactically naive, the 
BNP has often been its own 
worst enemy. Given an 
increasingly unpopular Labour 
Government, growing public 
concern over immigration, 
against a backdrop of the “war 
on terror” and paranoia over the 
Islamic terrorist threat and 
economic crisis, the BNP should 
have been more successful over 
the past few years. 

That it has failed to capitalise on 
these issues is the result of a 
combination of the party's own 
inadequacies and the 
determination of its opponents. 
The widespread demoralisation 
and now civil war in the party — 
owes no small part to the 
drubbing the party received in the 
May elections, particularly in 
Barking and Dagenham where it 
had hoped to take control of the 
council but ended up without a 
single councillor. 

However, writing the BNP’s 
political obituary would be 
premature as the reasons why 
people voted for the BNP 
continue to exist and new 
opportunities will emerge over the 
next six months. The BNP is likely 
to survive its current internal 
problems and it will pose a threat 
in the 2011 local elections. 


[ might seem strange to talk 
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NEW DANGERS 

The huge public sector job cuts, 
which will really start biting in the 
early part of 2011, should provide 
the BNP with a fillip. While the 
party will this month launch (or 
relaunch) its campaign to withdraw 
British troops from Afghanistan it is 
on the economy where it has 
traction with some voters. 
Encouraged by some hysterical 
media headlines in the mainstream 
press, some people will link rising 
unemployment and insecurity at 
work with immigration and so 
become attracted to the BNP's 
simple racist message. 

This will be compounded next 
April when people from the A8 
countries (the three Baltic states 
and five central and eastern 
European states that joined the EU 
in May 2004) will be able to access 
council housing and other benefits. 
The BNP, even in its shambolic 
state, could have a field day. 


BATTLEGROUND AREAS 
Despite losing virtually all those of 
its council seats that were up for 
election in May, the BNP will still 
pose a serious threat across dozens 
of local authorities around the 
country. It polled above 15% in 

61 council wards, which, in a non- 
general election year and against a 
backdrop of rising unemployment, 
massive cuts in public services and 
a potential furore over eastern 
European workers, could equate to 
25% or more of the vote. 

There were 25 wards in which the 
BNP polled 19.5% or more of the 
vote in May. The far-right party will 
be hoping for over 30% in these, 
making most key target seats. 

There could also be new areas of 
BNP growth. We have seen the 
return of the BNP in areas where it 
was strong in the 2002-2006 
period but later dropped off. 
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This year 


can be 
seen as 
the most 
successful 
yet for 
HOPE 
not hate. 
We 
mobilised 
and 
involved 
thousands 
of people 
in our 
cam- 


paigning 


This includes Burnley, Oldham, 
Sandwell and Bradford. Emerging 
BNP threat areas include Greater 
Manchester and the former West 
Yorkshire coalfields. 

Over the past few years the 
BNP has primarily attracted its 
support from traditionally Labour 
supporting communities. 

Over 80% of the wards in which 
it has won or come second have 
been or are Labour seats. 
However, over the next year or 
two we are likely to see the BNP 
performing better in Liberal 
Democrat wards as the political 
pendulum swings against the 
government coalition. This will 
particularly be the case in East 
Lancashire and West Yorkshire, 
two areas were the BNP was 
strong when it first emerged as a 
force in local government in the 
early years of this decade but later 
slipped back, often losing to the 
Lib Dems. 

Likewise, there will be some 
areas where the BNP has done 
well at the expense of Labour but 
where we expect the far-right 
party to lose out now that the 
former governing party is in 
opposition. 

Finally, there are all-out elections 
in Stoke-on-Trent, once described 
by Nick Griffin as the BNP's “jewel 
in the crown", and Assembly 


ss 


elections in Wales. The Welsh 
Assembly election is partly 
contested under proportional 
representation, which may enable 
the BNP to get one person elected. 


BUILDING HOPE NOT HATE 
On one hand our campaign is 
more of the same. We will spend 
the autumn building local HOPE 
not hate groups in as many areas 
of the country as possible, 
especially in our key threat local 
authority areas. We will give 
activists the training and tools to 
run local campaigns and work with 
them to develop local campaign 
strategies (see Organising for 
HOPE on page 32). 

While not becoming politically 
aligned we will seek to work 
alongside local trade union and 
community anti-cuts campaigns to 
ensure an anti-racist element is 
included and that they are prepared 
to offset any racist backlash from 
rising unemployment. 

We will hold monthly Weekends 
of Action as a focus for local 
activity. We will produce national 
anti-BNP material for groups to 
use but in our key local authority 
areas we intend to develop local 
newsletters and leaflets. 

The first of these will be over the 
weekend of 9 and 10 October. 

One of the successes of our 


2010 campaign was our targeted 
literature, particularly for women 
voters who, all research studies 
indicate, are much less likely to 
vote for the BNP than are men. 
We will expand our capability to 
identify and speak to key voters in 
our top target wards. 

Nationally, we shall continue to 
work closely with the Daily Mirror. 


MEETING THE EDL THREAT 
To respond to the rise of the 
English Defence League, the 
HOPE not hate campaign will soon 
be releasing an anti-EDL pack, 
with advice and suggestions about 
how local groups can tackle the 
racist hooligans. Drawing 
extensively on the excellent 
campaign we have run in 
Bradford, but also highlighting 
examples of bad practice, the pack 
will hopefully be an excellent tool 
for local groups. 

We are particularly keen to use 
the threat of an EDL protest as a 
means of community organising. By 
building proper resistance to the 
EDL, through directly engaging with 
real people in real communities, we 
should hopefully develop links that 
will be beneficial in the electoral 
battle against the BNP. 

This year can be seen as the 
most successful yet for HOPE not 
hate. We mobilised and involved 
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thousands of people in our 
campaigning, not least in Barking 
and Dagenham, where an 
estimated 1,500 people came out 
with us in the final three weeks of 
the election campaign. 

Record numbers also got 
involved nationally, with an 
estimated 150 different people 
involved in our campaign in Stoke- 
on-Trent and 91 turning out for a 
Day of Action in Morley, Leeds. 

Our offline campaigns were 
supported by a huge online army, 
which continues to grow. Almost 
5,000 people donated to our 
campaign online in the first half of 
this year. 

Precisely because of our success 
this year our tasks for 2011 are 
more difficult. Despite the 
hammering the BNP received in 
May and the political infighting 
consuming the party as a result, 
the threat of the BNP - or more 
accurately the reasons for its 
growth — have not gone away and 
if anything will grow. 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Organising with HOP 


David Braniff-Herbert 


THIS SEPTEMBER we are launching 
our brand new Organising and 
Development Strategy for local 
activists and groups. The strategy 
has been designed in consultation 
with group leaders and individual 
activists who told us we need to 
improve existing services as well 
as provide new, innovative 
organising methods and ground- 
breaking initiatives. 

We have listened, we have 
learned and now we want to kick 
off this exciting new strategy in a 
town hall near you. We have 
already organised over 20 
different events across the 
country. In areas where the 
electoral threat from the British 
National Party is severe we have 
organising workshops. In those 
areas where the threat is less 
severe but activism is paramount 
to sustaining hope, we have 
speaker events. 


NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION: 
SATURDAY 9 OCTOBER 2010 
All of these events will lead up to 
our National Day of Action on 
Saturday 9 October, so if you are 
looking to take part in a day of 
action or want to organise one 
yourself then you need to attend a 
local event in September. 


WHAT ARE THE EVENTS IN 
SEPTEMBER? or 

The organising workshops are for 
beginners and experienced 
people who want to develop a 
new or existing local group. 

Here you can learn about 
mapping the community, 
engaging with key demographics, 
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building effective coalitions and 
running the biggest and strongest 
days of action in key wards. 

We also want to hear about your 
experience and examples of best- 
practice organising. Be warned 
though, these workshops will not 
be a discussion group on anti- 
fascism but a practical 
campaigning academy. 

The speaker events will 
examine the successes and 
challenges of the Barking and 
Dagenham campaign. Arising 
from this, Nick Lowles and Sam 
Tarry will explore what methods 
could be used in your local 
community and very importantly 
what more needs to be done 
locally and nationally to wipe the 
BNP off the ballot paper. 


WHAT IF THERE ARE NO 
EVENTS NEAR ME? 

If there are no events near you or 
you would like to host an event 
then please get in touch straight 
away. We want to put on more 
events in late October and 
November and we welcome new 
event organisers. 


DEVELOPING 
COMMUNICATION 
We will also be launching a new 
and improved Organisers’ 
Bulletin that will go to all local 
organisers who want information 
on how to launch or develop a 
group and look at best-practice 
case studies from successful lead 
activists. The bulletin will also 
keep you up to date with 
proposed days of action and key 
developments on the far right. 
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FIVE THINGS YOU CAN DO NOW 
TO BUILD A LOCAL GROUP 


Jot the date down for the next day 
of action 


Check your inbox for our 
September events email and find 
your nearest event | 


Approach your local group and let 

them know you want to get more 
involved. Go to www.hopenothate. 
org.uk/local-groups/ to find yours and 
email me if you don't get a response 


Order an Organising Toolkit 
E by emailing me at 
david@hopenothate.org.uk 


Organise a speaker or training 
event near you. | will help! 


* 
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For more information 
and support send 
me an email. 


@ DAVID 
BRANIFF-HERBERT 
david@hopenothate.org.uk 
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Why do you do what you do? 

It is what I believe in and out of 
respect for those who fought for 
the rights and privileges we too 
often take for granted nowadays, 
in support of vulnerable people in 
society and for future generations 
so that their world can be safer, 
more just, dignified and equal. 


Why should trade unionists be 
involved in the fight against the 
BNP - isn’t it a luxury they don't 
have time for? 

The principles of trade unionism 
are equality, fairness and dignity, 
justice and solidarity. The BNP is 
an abhorrent, fascist organisation 
that creates hatred and division 
amongst communities, just the 
opposite to what is needed today. 
There is no fairness, equality, 
dignity, justice or solidarity in 
fascism. Fighting fascism is no 
luxury, it’s an essential duty. 

We cannot afford to ignore the 
BNP in the hope that if we don't 
speak about them they will go 
away. They won't. 


What has been the achievement 
you've been most proud of? 
Surviving the challenges and 
prejudices in society as I brought 
up my four children as a single 
parent for 15 years and equally 
staying strong for my family as 
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we supported my 
youngest daughter 
through her battle with 
thyroid cancer when 
inside sometimes | felt 
like crumbling. 
On a professional level: being 
a trade unionist gives you many 
opportunities for achievement 
not just for yourself but more 
importantly collectively with and 
for others, which is always a 
much greater achievement. 
Hopefully my greatest 
achievement will be if my 
children can look back and say, 
Mum tried her very best to leave 
the world a safer, more fair, and 
more equal and just society. 
Then hopefully they will pick up 
the baton and continue the fight! 


What are your views on HOPE 
not hate? 

That’s an easy one. It is simply 
the best campaign I have ever 
had the privilege of being part of 
and I have been involved in 
many. HOPE not hate has an 
infectious and terrific energy, it’s 
fun and you make so many new 
friends. Issue-based 
campaigning is so successful 
because it attracts and unites 
people from all different sections 
of society and communities. 
With the HOPE not hate team 
citizens of every age, different 
religions, professions, trade 
unionists, non trade unionists 
and voluntary and third sector 
organisations work together. 
Even if people can't be out on 
the streets spreading the word 
they can play their part in the 
campaign online, spreading 


Cheryl Pidgeon 


TUC Midlands Regional Secretary 


There 
is no 
fairness, 
equality, 
dignity, 
justice or 
solidarity 
in 
fascism. 
Fighting 
fascism is 
no luxury, 
it's an 
essential 
duty 


Cheryl Pidgeon 
was the Labour 
general election 
candidate in 
Erewash 


Cheryl Pidgeon is the Regional Secretary of Midlands TUC and a 
lifelong trade unionist. In the East Midlands she pioneered projects 
with migrant workers and led the GMB's campaign against the 
BNP in the European election in the North West in 2009. 

She is also a committed anti-fascist activist. 


the message to friends and 
family, signing up to attend 
events. That’s the great thing 
about HOPE not hate, it unites 
communities and offers hope, 
not hate and division. 


How should the trade 
unions/TUC respond to the 
looming public sector job cuts? 
By campaigning and spreading 
the message across the 
communities that we work and 
live in that there is a real 
alternative to the looming public 
sector job cuts at every 
opportunity. The cost of not 
doing so is too high a price to 
pay. If people don't have jobs 
they can’t spend, they risk losing 
their homes and relationships 
through pressure, despair and 
lack of job opportunities and 
hope. Where there is despair and 
division, where there is lack of 
opportunity and little hope of a 
positive future, there is a 
potential feeding ground for the 
BNP and the hate and racism 
and division that they breed. 


Is there a role for groups like 
HOPE not hate in the campaign? 
Of course there is and, if 
anything, there is even more of a 
need to involve HOPE not hate. 
Racist scapegoating will grow as 
people lose their jobs so we need 
HOPE not hate organising 
alongside us to dispel myths and 
build strong communities for 
the future. 


How do you relax? 
I spend quality time with my 
family and friends. 
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The Belfast Migrant Centre 


The Belfast Migrant Centre is a consortium of UNISON, the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions, the Polish Association (NI) and NICEM under the Project Welcome House. 
The Project is managed by NICEM. 


The overall aim of the Welcome House Project is to tackle racism and eliminate 
barriers against new migrant communities in NI through the establishment of the 
Belfast Migrant Centre with the following objectives: 


1 Capacity building migrant communities and migrant community organisations; 
2 Building community cohesion through volunteering; 

3 Equality Access to public facilities and services; 

4 Support victims of racial harassment and racist attacks; 

5 


Increase the employability of migrants through education, training and referrals; 
and 


6 Increase the awareness of the rights of migrants. 


The Belfast Migrant Centre will provide a one-stop shop service with bi-lingual staff 
to eliminate language barriers. We will help those in need by providing outreach 
services and responding to the needs of victims of racial harassment and those in 
crisis situations. Our advocacy and advice services will suit the needs of the majority 
of migrants by operating in the evening and on Saturdays. 


For further information please contact: 


Jolena Flett, Advocacy and Advice Manager 
Belfast Migrant Centre 


Ascot House, 3/F, 24-31 Shaftesbury Square For more 
Belfast BT2 7DB information visit 
Tel: 028 9023 8645 www.nicem.org.uk 


NICEM  — sowGact? 


FOR ETHNIC MIN ORITIES 


S—, POLISH Seni 
UNISON. bh MSsociarion LOTTERY FUNDED 


You can make an appointment to receive our free 
and confidential one-stop shop services. 


Walk for HOPE 
ilimanjaro July 2011 


# 


Price: £199 registration plus minimum 
sponsorship of £3,000 


All prices are fully inclusive of flights, 
accommodation, food and full logistical support. 


eo) marle)acme(-le-li MMA! 
www.setrust.org.uk — ~ 
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